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The Road Ahead for Maunakea 
Science Reserve Land Authorization



 In 1968 the University of Hawaii was granted a lease from 
the State for the Maunakea Science Reserve (MKSR) that 
allows observatories to be built/operated in the MKSR 
under certain terms

 Part of Gov. John Burns’ vision for astronomy in Hawaii

 UH Institute for Astronomy created

 Led to internationally funded observatories on Maunakea as part 
of UH scientific collaboration

History

 This “Master Lease” expires in 2033, 
which for planning purposes for the 
existing Maunakea Observatories is 
soon
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Comprehensive Management Plan



 Non-UH observatories 
operate under subleases to 
the MKSR Master Lease

 A separate lease governs the 
area around Hale Pohaku
(mid-level facility)
 Maunakea Access Road is covered 

under an easement

 In 2015 Gov. Ige stopped the 
renewal of the Master Lease 
as part of his “10 point plan” 
after the 2015 TMT protests 
on Maunakea

Maunakea Science Reserve (MKSR)



 In February 2018 UH launched again the 
EIS process for the Maunakea Science 
Reserve (MKSR) land authorization
 Needed to extend astronomy for up to 65 

years at the end of the current Master Lease

 Three land authorization mechanisms 
identified
 Executive Order from Governor

 Title transfer from DLNR to UH

 Master Lease – most likely

 Three outcomes identified –
 No change – current Master Lease expires 

2033 and all telescopes removed

 Only Astronomy Precinct + road + HP area 
approved (~600 acres)

 Land currently in Master Lease renewed

MKSR Land Authorization



 Prerequisites for MKSR Lease Renewal
 Approval of UH administrative rules (done)

 Completion of EIS and Governor’s signature as “recipient”

 Comprehensive Management Plan update 

Master Plan Update (current Master Plan expires 2020)

 Negotiation of Master Lease T&C’s with MKOs and UH

MSE will clearly factor into CFHT’s negotiations for a new 
sublease, which will occur prior to Master Lease award to UH

MSE permitting needs to wait until a new Master Lease is 
secured
 New sublease becomes effective when new Master Lease is finalized.

What Needs to Happen Before Land 
Board Approval of a New Master Lease?
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Master Lease Renewal Timeline

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

Admin Rules Signed by Gov

Draft 2020 Master 
Plan Released

Draft EIS Released

Master Lease 
T&C’s Vetted

Master Lease Land 
Board Consideration

Contested Case 
Requested or 

Lawsuits Filed?

Hawaii Supreme 
Court Ruling?

Comprehensive 
Management Plan 

Update
EIS Completed

Critical Juncture
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 The future of Maunakea astronomy reduces to 3 fundamental elements

 Land = State/UH

 Resources (funds, telescopes) = MKO

 People = Community

 Master/sublease conflicting time constraints

 Resolve as fast as possible to avoid various decom threats later this decade

 Need to take the time get this right - once in a century opportunity to set 
Maunakea astronomy on a solid footing for the long term future

 Community engagement is key throughout this process
 With >500 working at the MKOs on Hawaii Island and as community members 

for 50+ years, MKO community involvement is essential

 By its nature, MSE is a model for repurposing an astronomical site on 
Maunakea – distinct from TMT building on a new site
 “Local challenges” to MSE will be mostly behind us with Master Lease approval, 

hence the focus we have had at CFHT/MSE

Where From Here
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Mahalo…

Maunakea Spectroscopic Explorer


